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time to conclude. I sincerely wish I could say that there are able men at hand to take the helm, should the present pilot abandon the ship. But I have great apprehensions as to those who may succeed. The present set must wear out in the course of the year, and most of them would be glad to get fairly out of the scrape at present, but it is alike dangerous to stay or to go, and they must patiently await the breath of the Assembly and follow as it blows. The new order of things cannot endure. I hope it may be ! *                       mended, but fear it may be changed. All Europe just
k                               now is like a mine ready to explode, and if this winter
|                *              does not produce peace, next summer will behold a wider
I                               extension of the war."
1                                   u To-day [January 26th], at half-past three, I go to M. de
1                               Lafayette's.    He tells me.that he wishes to have a meet-
|                               ing of Mr. Short, Mr. Paine, and myself, to consider their
1                               judiciary, because his place imposes on him the necessity
|                               of being right.    I tell him that Paine can do him no good,
I                               for that, although he has an excellent pen to write, he has
I                               but an indifferent head to think.    In conversing about
I                              this affair he tells me that he has gotten into his posses-
sion a mkmoire written by the refugees of Turin to stir up the Princes of Germany against France, etc.    It is to be |                              read in council to-morrow by M.   de Montmorin.     La-
!j i                            fayette says it shall be published.   I desire him to suspend
|                              that determination, and give him reasons whicb convince
jj                         his judgment, but without affecting his will.    He is to
{)                         show it to me to-morrow, and I think the public will soon
;                        be let into the secret,    At half-past nine go to the Lou-
,;'                        vre.    Madame has another lady with her and is at play.
j!                              She apologizes for it in English, which  the other un-
q               '              derstands.    This is whimsical enough.    I  make tea for
i fj                             them,  and at half-past eleven we are  left, en tite~&-t$te.
i jji                              I communicate to her a note, written this morning, uponcessary.   I ask him .whoends: Trust those who had that honor before the I2th of July. New friends are zealous, they are ardent, they are attentive, but they are seldom true.
